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Definitions 
TERM DESCRIPTION 

Common Land Land that is shared and can be used by everyone 

Invention The creation of something new 

Fallow Not planted or used 

Agricultural Revolution A change in the way farming was done 

Cottage industry Products made at home 



The Farming Economy before the 

Industrial Revolution 
● With the start of the 18th century, England was 

growing richer as a result of trade. 

● Britain’s population was growing, and so was 

the demand for food. 

● This demand led to inventions that improved 

crop and livestock production 



The Farming Economy before the 

Industrial Revolution 
● Before the Industrial Revolution nearly half the 

population of Britain lived in small farming 

villages 

● They used simple tools and produced only what 

they needed 

● Farmland was shared and consisted of open 

fields, with no fences 

● Farmers grazed their livestock on common land 



The Enclosure System 
● Instead of sharing fields this was a movement to enclose 

and fence land that would belong to one person. 

● Larger farms were more efficient, this meant more and 

better food production 

● Land was first enclosed by wealthy land owners who 

wanted sheep farms to produce wool 

● This system was regulated by law 

● Only the landowner was allowed to use the land 

● There was no longer common land and common land 

became private property 



The Enclosure System 
● Small farmers and farm labourers suffered with the 

enclosure movement 

● They were left poor and homeless 

● Small farmers and labourers left the rural areas and 

moved to growing cities to find work as miners and 

factory workers  



The Cottage Industry before the 

Industrial Revolution 
● Cottage industries, as the name suggests, are handicraft 

that were done from home, by people who lived in 

farming villages. 

● Wives and farm labourers would weave or spun woolen 

cloth at home 

● They needed the money to supplement the wages of 

their husbands 



The Woolen Cloth Industry 
● One of the oldest industries was the making of woolen 

cloth. 

● It used several  different crafts and involved various 

people. 

 


